
 
 
 

Social Policy Award 
 
 

2024 Senior Scholar: Trina R. Shanks, PhD, University of Michigan. In recognition of Dr. Shanks’s 
record of accomplishment that demonstrates distinguished achievement across an extended 
career of research in social policy.  

Emerging Scholar: Zachary A. Morris, PhD, Stony Brook University. In recognition of Dr. Morris’s 
notable recent research contributions to the study of social policy. 

 
2023 Senior Scholar: Tanya L. Sharpe, PhD, University of Toronto. In recognition of Dr. Sharpe’s 

record of accomplishment that demonstrates distinguished achievement across an extended 
career of research in social policy. 

Emerging Scholar: Angelique Day, PhD, University of Washington. In recognition of Dr. Day’s 
notable recent research contributions to the study of social policy. 

 
2022 Senior Scholar: Lawrence Berger, PhD, University of Wisconsin-Madison. In recognition of Dr. 

Berger’s record of accomplishment that demonstrates distinguished achievement across an 
extended career of research in social policy. 

Emerging Scholar: Carrie Pettus, PhD, Florida State University. In recognition of Dr. Pettus’ 
notable recent research contributions to the study of social policy. 

 
2021 Senior Scholar: Ronald B. Mincy, PhD, Columbia University. In recognition of Dr. Mincy’s record 

of accomplishment that demonstrates distinguished achievement across an extended career of 
research in social policy. 

Emerging Scholar: Stacia Martin-West, PhD, University of Tennessee, Knoxville. In recognition of 
Dr. Martin-West’s notable recent research contributions to the study of social policy. 

 
 

2020 Senior Scholar: Richard J. Gelles, PhD, University of Pennsylvania. In recognition of Dr. Gelles’ 
record of accomplishment that demonstrates distinguished achievement across an extended 
career of research in social policy. 

Emerging Scholar: Sarah McMahon PhD, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey. In 
recognition of Dr. McMahon’s notable recent research contributions to the study of social 
policy. 

 
 

2019 Senior Scholar: Susan J. Lambert, PhD, The University of Chicago. In recognition of Dr. Lambert’s 
record of accomplishment that demonstrates distinguished achievement across an extended 
career of research in social policy. 



Emerging Scholar: Heidi L. Allen, PhD, Columbia University. In recognition of Dr. Allen’s notable 
recent research contributions to the study of social policy. 

 
 

2018 Michael Sherraden, PhD, Washington University in St. Louis. In recognition of Dr. Sherraden’s 
record of accomplishment that demonstrates distinguished achievement across an extended 
career of research in social policy. 



2017 Daniel Meyer, PhD, University of Wisconsin-Madison. In recognition of Dr. Meyer’s record of 
accomplishment that demonstrates the use of rigorous policy research methods, innovation, 
and significant impact of policy research in addressing important social work policy issues. 

Mark Testa, PhD, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. In recognition of Dr. Testa’s record 
of accomplishment that demonstrates the use of rigorous policy research methods, innovation, 
and significant impact of policy research in addressing important social work policy issues. 

2016 The Honorable, Barbara Mikulski, United States Senate. In recognition of Dr. Mikulski’s record of 
accomplishment of advocating for the use of social work research and values in policy debates 
and decision-making. 

Jane Waldfogel, PhD, Columbia University. In recognition of Dr. Waldfogel’s record of 
accomplishment that demonstrates the use of rigorous policy research methods, innovation, 
and significant impact of policy research in addressing important social work policy issues. 


